t wo might, Suecessfally perhaps, 

‘controvert by : nt and evidence many of the po- 

sitions there supported, we design to make this commi- 

‘nication not entirely controversial or argumentative, but 

simply a statement of what we have learned of the his- 

tory of its subject, and of what we have ‘witnessed of 
“the phenomena coming through him. 

We do not pretend to know any thing of the many 
occurrences at Lynn, in which Mr. Woods is said to 
have participated. We do not know but that Mr. Davis 
and his coadjutor, Mr. Goodell, actually told as many 
falsehoods as àre imputed to them, and used all the other 
deceptive means to inveigle young Woods which they 
claim to have used; and yet T must say that I do not 
believe they ever succeeded in making him sing a “solo,” 
or one line of a hymn, “ pronouncing the words with 
distinctness, and quite a rich brogue.” I Know Mr. 
Woods is really deaf and dumb, and as such he could 
never with distinctness utter articulate sounds, or sing 
in harmony with others. He could, it is true, make 
both guttural and nasal sounds, and a man without 
music in his soul might call this. singing. 

Mr. Woods came to Boston in the fall of 1854. He 
was then an entire stranger in the city. On the morn- 
ing after bis arrival, I accidentally met him in a store, 
and learned that he had announced himself as a deaf- 
mute and a medium. 

After a brief conversation by means of his slate, T in- 
vited him to go with me to a more private place. This 
I did in order to ascertain something definite as to his 
character and claims. His own account showed that he 


had just come from Springfield, in this State, where he 
had been residing for some months, and wa acquaint- 
ed with Mr. E., a respectable citizen of that place, and 


a friend of mine. I asked Mr. Woods on the slate, 
(and here let it be understood ‘that all conversation was 
held in this way), if it would not be well to write to 
Mr. E. for some kis of certificate or introduction. He 
earnestly besought me to do so. I accordingly wrote, 
and in reply was told that James Woods had been re- 
siding there, and had given evidence of peculiar pow- 
ers as a medium ; and that he could, though deaf and 
dumb, when in the abnormal or trance state, fully com- 
prehend what was said in his presence ; and that a per- 
son who had known him at his birth in England, had 
declared he was born deaf and dumb. I-was further 
told that he was poor, and worthy the attention of the 
charitable and such as were investigating spiritual phe- 
nomena. 

Before the receipt of this information, however, I had 
observed enough to satisfy me that he was honestly a 
deaf-mute, and possessed certain qualities not common 
among men. Within one hour from the time I first met 
him, he had accurately indicated the ages of three chil- 
dren I had lost; and at .other interviews immediately 
following this, he gave their names, and the diseases of 
which they died. All this was done under circum- 
stances which seemed to preclude the possibility of his 
_ having obtained the information through any ordinary 
' source, — there being, I believe, not one perron in Bos- 

ton, outside of my own family, who knew all these, 
facts. k ; 

Allow. me, to explain the peculiar manner in which, so 
soon after our introduction, he signified the ages of my 
children. I had asked him at first,,what kind of medi- 
_ um he was, when he said, a medium to test the actual 
_ presence of spirits. Without any expressed, wish on 
_ my part, that he should then give an exhibition of his 
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being unable to inquire his way to the place. ~ Without 
an introduction, or any announcement of what had trans- 
pired, he immediately let us know that he had discov- 
| ered the young lady to be a rapping medium, and after 

apparently listening a moment, with his interior ears, to 
those raps, he rose, took my hand, rolled up the sleeve, 
and putting himself in the knowing attitude of a 
doctor taking the diagnosis, he began to feel my pulse. 
He examined my tongue, and in a pantomimie way com- 
pounded and administered a dose, and lastly went 
through the whole operation of venesection. He then 
declared the spirit of the father of the young lady had 
controlled him in those manifestations. Her father was 
formegly a physician of this city, and at that time not 
long deceased. Now I know that Woods had never 
seen that young lady and knew nothing of her or her 
connections. 
sician, and declare it was the spirit of her father, of 
whose death he must have been ignorant? Why did 
he not say it was the father of some other one of the 
dozen or more who were present, but whose fathers 
were not physicians? ` Was it one of those lucky coin- 
cidences so often adduced to explain what is otherwise 
inexplicable ? í 

Many other mysterious announcements of similar na- 
ture (for this was his forte) were made at each of the inter- 
views alluded to ; but it would require too much time and 
space to specifythemall. J shall therefore introduce but 
one more; but that, Ethink, will be found more striking than 
the others. - This occurred in a private family, and in the 
presence of six persons. Among them was a middle- 
aged lady, entirely unknown to Mr. Woods, as we all 
very well knew, and who became, for the time, the prin- 
cipal recipient of his wonderful communications. Let 
me~here~say~that -bis-announcements" were" penerally 
quite abrupt, sententious and disconnected ; given first 
to one and then to another, and to each unexpectedly 
and without solicitation. 

With the usual jerks, hard-breathing and closed eyes, 
he spasmodically seizes the pen, rapidly scrawls a brief 
sentence and passes it to some one present, to whom he 
seems to know it is applicable. Soon another sentence 
will be passed to another, and so on, ‘sometimes, how- 
ever, giving several in suctession to the same person. 
Among others thus distributed at the time last mention- 
ed, was one thus, — “Who fell off the fence?” This 
was given toa lady, who, on reading it, burst into 
tears. Her husband explained by saying her mother 
was killed by falling froma fence. Next, — “A 
died of a fever,” — given to a man who had lost ason 
of that name, and by that disease. Again, —‘‘ Three 
husbands in the spirit-world,”’ —'given to the middle- 
aged lady, who still appeared youthful enough to be con- 
sidered a good candidate for three more marriages, 
rather than so many times a widow, as indicated in the 
sentence. But she nevertheless admitted that she had 
‘had three husbands, all of whom were in the spirit-world. 

The next, to the same lady, was, —“ Three children 
there too — two infants, one adult.” In great aston- 
ishment she admitted the truth of this also. 

‘After a time she received still another, written in the 
following manner. First, with great spasmodic effort, 
the name, “Ann,” was written, — then'a pause — more 
spasms, and ‘‘ catching hold of his teeth,” as Davis 
says, and then “Mary” is written on the left of 
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Then why should he thus imitate a phy- | 


undulations or percussions of 
tympanum, and as in the born de 
nerve of sensation connecting it 
ing, it eannot properly be said 
they may interiorly comprehend what is said, and in 
that way seem to hear: they hear the thought, as it 
were. So in the ease of vision. Seeing is the effect of 
rays of light falling on the retina. But when the eyes 
are closed, or when there is no light, this cannot occur. 
Yet some can see under these conditions; or if they 
cannot see, they have a power to perceive, answering 
all the purposes of sight. But if Mr. D., like many 
others, lagging in the rear of scientific advancement, de- 
nies the existence of the clairvoyant power, I am not 
foolish eñough to try to convince him of a clairaudiant 
one. 

Before leaving the subject of Mr. Woods’s honesty 
and mediumship, I desire to compare one of the cases 
above recited, with a parallel one recorded in the 4th 
chapter of John’s Gospel ; and in order to introduce it 
as I wish, let me ask if Mr. Davis or Prof. Felton, or 
any one of that class, who discredit the facts of modern 
Spiritualism, by saying that its. phenomena contravene 
the known laws of nature, — if they believe in the ac- 
count related in the chapter just cited, of the interview 
of Jesus with the woman of Samaria, at Jacob’s well? 

If they answer in the affirmative, then will I contend, 
for the following reasons, that they should believe in my 
relations of the foregoing occurrences. Not that I 
wish, by any means, to compare Woods with. Jesus — 
for I consider them as „very. distinct developments of 


God’s will in the human, organis: iat _to_compare 
rie HRA n tg iums,and: show 
that if one is entitled to credit, the bikes should be. They 
certainly have a striking similarity. They both were 
made to women, and in reference to their departed 
husbands ; — they both were equally instructive as de- 
monstrative of a spiritual truth, though, in the latter case, 
for want.of speech, the application could not be made. 
Christ said to the woman, (and I quote from the Book), 
“Thou hast had five husbands, and be whom thou now 
hast, is not thy husband; in that saidst thou truly,” 
and this is all that is wonderful in that story. Did his 
power thus to know a past fact, contravene any known 
law of nature? If so, reject the story, for God is im- 
mutable, and never changes the laws by which he gov- 
erns the universe. But this announcement on the part 
of Christ, whom she knew was a stranger to her'and her 
past life, so astonished the woman, that she forgot her wa- 
terpot, and the necessity of filling it and carrying it home 
for domestic purposes; for the account reads, “ The wo- 
man then left her waterpot and went her way into the city, 
and saith to the men, Come, and see the man which told 
me all the things that ever I did.” Now. if Jesus told 
her no more than is related about her husbands, we may 
safely set her down as one greatly given to exaggeration. 
“ Yet many of the Samaritans of that city believed on 
him [Jesus] for the saying of the woman, which testi- 
fied, ‘ He told me all that ever I did.’ ” 


So many of the present day believe that Jews in some 


belie! 


miraculous way possessed the knowledge of ber numer- | 


ous lost husbands, without ever haying for a moment 
considered that the truth of the relation, is entirely de- 
’ Pein bis id testimony of that ind 
Woman, whose tendeney to exaggerate is so apparen 

a d. whose character for eliastity aud veracity Becomes 


s no wit- | 


gak ea 


ON SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS. 


The following letter was addressed by Dirckinck Holmfeld, a 
distinguished Swedenborgian, of Denmark, Er Prof. Bush, 
of New York. His views are broader and his : ents more 
liberal than those of most New Church writers, so far as we have 
seen. We doubt not our readers will peruse the article with in- 
terest. We copy from the New Church Herald: 


Maytevitte, Denmark, June 15, 1857. 


Dear Srr:— I had the pleasure of receiving from 
you some books about spiritual manifestations, and I 
venture to submit to yon some reflections about the use 
which may be derived from these multiplied, interesting 
phenomena. Perhaps you would rather wish to know 
the opinion of people in general, or at least of the New 
Church people on this side of the ocean; but as I am 
not sufficiently acquainted with the different Views, I 
abstain from any particular discussion of such opinions 
of others, and limit myself to a more comprehensive in- 
dication of what a few friends, far more entitled than I 
to judge of experience generally, think about the sub- 
ject. 

“= Of course, there is nothing more inclined to Spirit- 
ualism- than the doctrine of the New Church itself, 
whose apostle, or medium, exem plified the possibility of 
intercourse with spirits a hundred years ago. The 
statements of Emanuel Swedenborg are so various and 
repeated, so illustrative and circumstantial, and so 
strongly tested by his character and Veracity, that the 
modern reports scarcely could add much that is either 
new, important, or true. The receivers of his doctrine 
can thus by no means feel astonished at the phenomena, 
plainly confirming that man, generally and throughout, 
is in the society, and under the influence of spiritual 
beings. 

A conscious communication with the denizens of the 
spiritual and celestial world, is aimed at by Providence ; 
it has, in former ages, been regular, and the source and 
way of spiritual life and development in different states 
of humanity, particularly in the most ancient Church. 
Swedenborg observes that such an intercourse was even 
enjoyed, in his lifetime, among some tribes in Africa. 
Thus skepticism in these matters is in no way a conse- 
quence of his doctrine and teaching. 

True it is, that Swedenborg, whose call as a reve- 
lator we do not doubt, but whose authority as a com- 
municating medium is subject to the test of rational 
inquiry and judgment, repeatedly urges : 

Ist. That miracles are not the proper way of instruc- 
tion, nay, that they are generally subversive of the true 
faith, which thesis is confirmed by every rational con- 
sideration. a eas: 

2d. That communication with the spirits surrounding 
us in the interior sphere, is most dangerous, at least to 
those who are not confirmed in the true Christian faith, 
and that it thus, in the state of humanity which pre- 
vailed at his time, was in opposition to the order of Di- 
vine Providence. 
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spread and rooted in the institutions, and in the minds of 
the population. That awfal pontifical abuse of spiritual 
power is not likely ever to spread, either in America or 
England, to such a dreadful extent as humanity has ex- 
perienced in former times. Hundreds of vigilant eyes 
would denounce it, would warn against a priesteraft,” 
which, under spiritual pretences, should aim at domina- 
tion. Therefore, the manifestations have, in general, 
been limited to those countries where the freedom of 
discussion is apt-to balance the abuses, and among peo- 
ple prominent for their generous character and disposi- 
tion. 

And if danger there is, how is it possible to secure 
the progress for humanity on that road of liberty, con- 
ducting between the precipices of hell and sin, without 
such danger? Liberty being essentially required for 
the Divine aims of creation, abuse will prove unayoida- 
bie. If those become mad who choose their own way 
and faith, we may rescue them and make them sane as 
far as it is in our power. 

But it would be folly to abolish gas or the power of 
steam because explosions are at hand. 

‘The New Church in its true shape and sense is no 
sect. It shows charity, or the life of faith, to be the 
fundamental of spiritual life, and the great condition to 
be sought after, If charity, or mutual union and for- 
bearance is developed under the auspices of Spiritual- 
ism, then its aflinity to the New Church is palpable, 
and its principles are preferable to conventional sectari» 
nism, If the Spiritualists, don’t acknowledge the Di- 
vine Humanity, or the authority of the Gospel, and of 
the Apostle of the New Church, we may nevertheless 
join them, as far as the principle of charity is in them. 
We ourselves don’t recognize any mere human authori- 
ty, but only that of the Lord. If they labor under a 
want, under an imperfection, this is no reason to repulse 
them, or to wrap ourgelves up in the riches we possess. 
We should go as far with them as the common aim 
allows. 

It is said that they partially doubt the Divinity of the 
Word and of the Lord. | This may be a sad fault with 
some of them, and a pity for them, but we are by no 
means their judges. Could we assist the devil in iri- 
proving, we would do so, though he could not pro- 
nounce our shibboleth. Our duty is, at all events, to 
show them our love, and to unite with them in their 
good principles. Is n’t it already much that even those, 
who deny the Divinity of the Word, admit the immor- 
tality of the soul? Will not this “a Sortiori,” lead 
them forward? It is our duty to assist them by such 
demonstrations of truth, which will find ‘admission to 
their minds—by fraternal forbearance and benevolence. 
If they are led astray by delusion and presumption, ‘are 
we therefore allowed to abandon them, or to reject what 
is good in them ? The new dispensation is no sect as fay 
as it is sincere; but whenever New Church people act 
and teach in a seetarian spirit, measuring people by their 
nominal faith, they are only receivers in form, not in real 
ity. Many of those who really are on the way tothe New 
Jerusalem, have never heard or received a word about 

Swedenborg. Many of them may even ignore the literal 
teachings of the Gospel, or be unaware Of its Divine 
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virtually from all and ever 

agree with him in warning st the dangers~of 
Spiritualism, because it might us under the con- 
trol of persuasions without our Being able to discern 
how far they may lead us astray. But this is no rea- 
sonable motive for not investigating the matter, or for not 
acknowledging the facts and the benefits derived from 
them, or for not treating the Spiritualists with charity 
and good feelings. 

Yours, affectionately, 

Dirceinck HOLMFELD. 

To Rev. G. Busu, Professor, New York. 


For the New England Spiritualist. 


PERCEPTION WITHOUT THE EXTERNAL 
SENSES, ETC. 


Mr. Evrror:—On the subject of Mr. *Mansfield’s 
mediumship, I should like to saya word’ He is one of 
that class of human beings more and more common ev- 
ery year, in whom is developed the wonderful power of 
perception, without the use of the external organs of sense. 
In a knowledge of facts relating to this branch of physio- 
logical science the Cambridge savans are sadly defi- 
cient. 

That Mr. Mansfield can read correctly the contents 
of anote enclosed in two strong, thick, sealed envel- 
opes, without opening the package, I know from per- 
sonal observation. This power of knowing without the 
medium of the external organs of sense is a capacity of 
human nature, more often developed than is generally 
supposed. The mass of facts on this subject cannot at 
this day be ignored or despised by any one professing 
_ to be conversant with human knowledge. They are 
common in every parish and village of the country ; 
more than twenty instances of an exercise of this power 
have come under my own personal observation within 
the last five years. I am forced by the power 
of indisputable facts to recognize this wonderful capacity 
as connected with man, but inseparably linked with the 
living body. My conyictions are, that when the body 
dies, the man dies, with all his life, sense and power as 
man. This may be otherwise; all is possible to God ; 
but I can reason only from what I know. I do not deny, 
but I do not believe, 

It is a fact, that the brain can receive correct impres- 
sions of external objects without the use of the out- 
ward organs of sense. A man can, under certain condi- 
tions of his system, describe form and color ; in fact, will 
see an object without its being reflected on the retina of 
the eye—will hear without the tympanum of the ear re- 
ceiving the vibrations of air—will smell without the 
odoriferous particles of matter being in contact with the 
filaments of the olfactory nerves—will taste a substance 
without applying it to the delicate sensitive papille of 
the tongue and mouth—will describe the qualities of 
hot or scold, dry or moist, in their correct relation to a 
particular object, without and independent of the nerves 
of sensation. The power to do this is inherent to the 
living body of man. 

Mr. Mansfield is subject to two conditions, One I may 
-call his natural, the other his magnetic state. His natural 
state has consciousness of his own personality and iden- 
tity, and receives impressions on the brain through the 


external. organs. of senao. ‘The other gets impressions 
independent of t : 
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-remedial energy, recognized by medical science, i: by 


out the action of which no external remedy is of any 
avail. This latent principle within may be aroused and 
called forth by the warmth of affection from without, 
just as the hidden forces of the seed buried in the earth 
are quickened by the warm sunshine and the bland 
breezes of spring. 

Who has not seen the child rescued as it were from 
the very grasp of death by the power of a mother’s love ? 
She pillows it upon her breast; she pours into its dis- 
eased and suffering frame the warm tide of her own life, 
her deathless love ; its infantile spirit responds, disease 
is overpowered, and health returns. Whereas, bad that 
child been thrown among uninterested strangers or unloy- 
ing attendants, even with the best of external medical 
skill, who believes it would have survived the attack? 
An intelligent mother, it has been often said, is the child’s 
best physician. And who has not witnessed cases where 
the devoted wife has been the saviour of the husband, or 
the husband of the wife,—the brother of the sister, or the 
sister of the brother—when disease has invaded the 
household, and the battle of life has been almost yielded ? 
Where is the physician who does not repose more con- 
fidence in an intelligent and loving nurse, than in all the 
specifics of materia medica, administered by the hangs 
of the unfeeling and the selfish ? 

And you, reader, when pain and anguish have wrung 
your brow, or the life-lamp has burned dimly in its 
socket, have you not always longed for some tender, 
loving hand to be laid upon your head, or to take yours 
in its grasp? Have you not yearned to be pressed, as 
in the days of your childhood, to some throbbing breast, 
warm with an out-gushing affection? And have you 
not felt that such medicine would be more ease-imparting, 
life-giving and bealthfulizing than all the contents of all 
the apothecaries’ shops in the land? ; 

More especially does this mode of treatment seem 
applicable in diseases of a negative and chronic charac- 
ter, which indicate a want of vital energy. In fact, it 
is a question well worth considering, whether many dis- 
eases of this nature have not their origin solely or main- 
ly in the lack of love. The spirit whose inmost ener- 
gies are ever kept in full play by the impulses of an 
overflowing affection, is itself 2 fountain of life and of 
health, and -has power to repel the inroads of disease ; 
and the spirit also which is ever encircled and overshad- 
owed by a holy, unselfish love, is thereby protected and 
defended as by a wall of fire around about it. 

But alas! how many of humanity’s children know 
nothing of such protection! How many are incapable 
of affording it to those around them! How many of 
these unloving and unloved ones, with starved and ca- 
daverous countenances, do we meet daily in the thor- 


oughfares of the great city! In such, the spirit, chilled 


and repressed like a plant in December, has become 
paralyzed, and has shrunk back to its inmost recesses, 
surrendering the body to the attacks of a thousand foes. 


Says a recent writer, “ Love can bring out the spirit | 
from its inmost recesses, where disease may haye | 


driven it, and set in circulation the dormant blood, in- 


fusing motion, life, heat and vigor throughout the hu- | 


man system,” 


Of all men, then, the physician should ine mana 
large heart, and boundless sympathies. He should be | 
able to take a parental interest in every suffering child |, 
of humanity to whom he is called to administer. His | 
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nly tö Divinity from without. Here, 
while philosophy of “ Regeneration 
”” Here is the secret of the divine 
nanifested through Jesus of Nazareth. 


that sanctifies and saves, 
igh truth, works through benevolence, 
removes the cause of crime, 
latent powers within the soul, 
e can quicken, while with sweet 
the suffering form is nursed, 
And its , disorders limited. God’s love, 
Flowing through man’s sweet pity, hath no bound ; 
Tis adequate al] natures to restore.” 


So sings Pollok from the Higher Life, in the “ Lyric 
of the Golden Age,” — Pollok, once the stern Calvinist, 
who 

«___ eft the lower earth, 

Thinking mankind born reprobate, sin-cursed, 

Black as perdition, from the mother’s womb ; 

The greater part doomed to an endless hell; 

But woke to realize that Mercy lives 

And reigns omnipotent wherever God 

Hath made an earthly footstool for his throne, 

Wherever suns blaze on the steeps of day 

Or spirit-spheres their spiral rings unfold,” — 
and his new song of redemption meets a deep and au- 
thoritative response, reader, from your soul and mine, 
however hard and long we may have striven to believe 
a harsher and less hopeful creed. 

The reformer, then, who would do anything for the 
cure of man’s moral and social maladies, should, like 
the physician for the body, be a man of boundless love. 
A great intellect, external wisdom, ability to trace the 
causes of evils, to point out remedies, to devise faultless 
schemes of social re-organization, — all these are not 
enough. There must be also the great heart, moved by 
unselfish but yet all-powerful impulses, ready to sacrifice 
personal ease, comfort, all worldly possessions, yea, even 
life itself, for the good of man. Those who are seeking 
a “ better social state” for merely selfish purposes, that 


may and the goods of 
this life, will never find it: Those who deify self, and 


push the doctrine of “Individual Sovereignty ” to the 
extreme of selfish isolation, can never arrive at a true 
Society. Selfishness always defeats its own end. ‘“ He 
that seeketh his life shall lose it ; and he that loseth his 
life shall find it,” is but the paradoxical statement of a 
truth which has its foundation in the nature of things. 
Love, then — self-abnegating, Christ-like, all-conquer- 
ing Love—is the grand panacea for all earth’s ills. 
Reader, let us seek it, cherish it, — bring our own hearts 
more and more fuily under its energizing, regenerating 
power, as it flows earth-ward from the great Central 
Heart, through the mediatorial or angel-world. So shall 
we become healed and saved ourselves, and in the same 
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proportion be physicians and saviours to both the phys- 


ically and the morally weak and suffering around us. 


“The renovation of the world through love, 
Ts the great purpose of the Father-Soul ! 
For this all laws together move in one, 
For this all heayen-born spirits act as one, 
For this all streams of thought converge in one, 
For this the Seraphim in glory wait, 
As once to greet Messiah, manger- 


REPLY TO“ INVESTIGATOR.” 
(See left-hand column on this page.) 
Our correspondent “INVESTIGATOR,” dai we 
have known for years as an intelligent and FR he. 
inquirer in relation to the modern phenomena, bears 
unequivocal testimo pa Mr. Mansfield’s Lee as- | 


| deceiving the val man. It is, at ‘a, peti 

to credit the claim of the soot pereooay, METERS | 
a distinct individual “intelligence. And when, in addi- 
tion to this claim, this second personality gives evi- 
dence of possessing knowledge beyond what the medium 
has acquired, then the proof seems conclusive that it ts 
a distinet personality. 

Our correspondent avers that the answers given 
through Mr. M. do not “ go beyond himself.” We can- 
not affirm to the contrary, of our own knowledge in his 
ease—since the only answers we have obtained through 
his mediumship might have been originated by himself. 
But we have been informed of cases where answers 
have been communicated of a character alleged to be 
clearly beyond his knowledge. Those who are in pos- 
session of such facts would do well fo communicate them 
to the public, as “ Investigator” suggests. We would 
say, however, that we have repeatedly had, through 
other mediums, communications precisely meeting 
“ Investigators” demand, that is, giving facts beyond 
their own knowledge, and which they could not be sup- 
posed to have obtained by mental rapport with any one 
in the earth-life. If our correspondent has met nothing 
of this kind in his own observations, we think there is 


much yet before him to be learned, and hope he will 
still continue to be an “ Investigator.” 


EDITORIAL OMNISCIENCE. 

The organ of Anti-Spiritualism in this city still grinds 
away at the tune of “ fraud and imposture,” with little 
variation, but much prolongation. In its issue of the 
11th inst., we find Mr. Mansfield’s name and our own 
freely used through a column and a half of petty quib- 
bles and perversions, which further illustrate to what 
smallnesses a University Professor can descend in en- 
deavoring to maintain a bad cause. But we fear our 
readers are already wearied with what has been present- 
ed them of a similar character ; and we therefore refrain 
from quotations, except on a single point. It will be 
recollected that we replied to some questions addressed 
us through the Courier, —relating to a communication 
published in the Banner of Light, a letter received by 
Mr. Pierpont, the Menander “ doggerels,” and Hume’s 
spirit-hand,—by saying that-we had not sufficient knowl- 
edge of either of these matters to have any opinion re- 
specting them. 

This reply is pronounced “a very extraordinary 
confession ;”"—it is enlarged on at some length, and 
from it is deduced the following conclusion : 


“Tf this be so, then he is culpably negligent of his duty as a 
guide of public opinion, and a teacher of the new revelation of 
which he has assumed the defence. If he does not know enough 
to have an opinion on these matters, it is time he did,” 


If it is an editor's duty to be “a guide of public 
opinion” in matters beyond his knowledge, or to assume 
to know what requires scarcely less than omnipresence 
and ominiscience, we freely confess our deficiency. We 
are aware that some editors and other writers are in 
the habit of pretending to knowledge little short of 
universality and infallibility ; they will make most posi- 
tive assertions relative to matters transpiring in their 
absence, and pronounce sweeping charges of wickedness 
and crime against individuals and whole classes of the 
community. But we do not feel called upon to follow 
their example. 

Our belief in, or rather knowledge of, the reality of 
spirit-intercourse is not based upon what appears in any 


| Spiritualist newspaper ; it does not depend in the least 


upon the soundness or unsoundness of Mr. Pierpont’s 
convictions ; it is quite independent of the genuineness 
of Mr. Mansfield’s, or Mr. Hume’s, or Mrs. Conant’s 
-mediumship. It rests upon proofs, clear, positive and 
demonstrative, personally observed and experienced 
| mainly at our own fireside, in the sacred circle of our own 


| family. On these mnpttora ned nah pihent ag. wo Bet had 


Pore repress a ay Aane Pate 
are ready to give on all proper- 


if possible, 
Seiat ane that friend had given him 
evidences of his presence, which he cannot diseredit. — 

Mr. McDonazp, on the negative, admitted the facts 
of Spiritualism, but denied that spirits have anything to 
do with them. The affirmative were bound to bring 
proof that would satisfy any man’s senses. If a me- 
dium in my presence says he sees a spirit, it is no evi- 
dence to me, unless I can see him too ;—my eyes are 
as good as his. I knowa man who believes himself con- 
stantly accompanied by the spirit of one whom he had ' 
deeply loved upon the earth; he believed that loving 
spirit was ministering to him constantly. Ido not deny 
that this is a beautiful belief, but I do doubt its sanity. 
The speaker here proceeded to paint in ridiculous col- 
ors, the picture of the spirit of Tecumseh scratching a 
medium’s back, by which artistic stroke, he succeeded 
in provoking the laughter of a portion of his hearers, 
and the disgust of others. 

Mr. G. 8. Pree replied. A friend of his had told 
him, since he entered the room, of having seen a table, a 
few evenings since, elevated from the floor, when no 
person was within some feet of it, and then caused to 
descend with such force as to break it. Now there is 
no known mortal power to produce this effect. The 
positive testimony to facts like these that men have seen, 
more than offsets the experience of those like the last 
speaker, who have not seen them. What men do not 
see is no evidence. Mr. Pike had known writing me- 
diums to communicate facts with which no one but him- 
self and one in the spirit world was conversant ; and, 
again, things known only to the departed had been thus 
given, and proved afterward to be true. He charged it 
upon the negative to explain these things. If they 
know any law by which they could be accomplished, 
will they not announce it? Spiritualists are unacquainted 
with any but the spiritual theory that fully meets the 
ease ; and they call upon their opponents, in rejecting 
this theory, to bring forward any other rational ex plana- 
tion ; and when these facts in the mere alphabet of Spir- 
itualism bad been accounted for, he had others still to 
present. 

Mr. CHAPMAN disclaimed any intimacy with the si 
trines of Spiritualism ; nevertheless he 
posed lo them. When anything puzzled his brain a 
sought information ; and if he could not obtain it he 
was not accustomed to attribute the inexplicable fact to 
spirit agency. Spiritualists grant that mediums who are 
susceptible to spirit influence are also impressible by 
mortals ; he was troubled to know where the mortal in- 
fluence left off and the spiritual began. He had read 
in yarious books about persons in the past manifesting 
knowledge not put into their minds by education. A 
certain author speaks of two ignorant servant girls, who, 
while in a state of epilepsy could speak several lan- 
guages, the Latin among others. It turned out upon 
inquiry that these girls had lived, years before, in fami- 
lies where the children had been instructed in these lan¢ 
guages; thus they had insensibly acquired a knowledge, 
which disease had made manifest. It was disease which 
caused this, and no spirit influence; and he doubted 
not such things would all be explained on scientific prin- 
ciples. 

Mr. Cotman came to the hall with the expectation 
of seeing the whole fabrie of Spiritualism laid in the 
dust ; but its opponents had done nothing toward de- ' 
stroying it yet. They called upon its advocates to prove 
it to be spiritual, as it claims; he had as good a right 
to. demand of them to explain it on scientific principles 
as they claimed could be done. 

Mr. Cusaman thonght he had sufficient ammunition 
to blow up Spiritua if its advocates would only 
bring it neers yah ms assertions of joni ios 
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nest men yltaa lige 
gressing backwards, ete. Being called to order, Mr. B. 
-started on a new track. What says Allen Putnam ? he 
asked. He says that there are certain emanations from 
persons sitting in circles; and if conditions are right, 
- the manifestations will be produced. Now there isn’t 

the first scintillation of evidence that there are any such 
emanations. They exist only in the infatuated imagi- 
nations of believers in this nonsense. Not aman among 
them can tell what these emanations are, or how they 
are produced. And this foundation being knocked away, 
the whole superstructure falls. 

Mr. Tuayer followed in some spirited remarks, 
Among other things, he mentioned in evidence the fact 
that he had been in a circle where two mediums saw 
the same spirit at the same time ; and their descriptions 
exactly corresponded. 

Mr. McDonatp resumed the floor to reply to certain 
arguments that had been advanced. Some one had re- 
plied to his argument about seeing spirits, with the fact 
that no one could see electricity. That is just what he 
contended. If a man asserted that he saw the electric 
fluid, he should deny it, and on the same principle he 
should deny that any one‘has ever seen a spirit,—because 
it is contrary to reason and common sense. Because four 
millions of persons believed in these things it was no 
reason that he should. As to movements without visi- 
ble agency,—have the friends of the affirmative ever 
seen a magnetic needle move ? No one can explain this 
phenomenon ; but are we therefore to attribute it to 
spirit influence? It would be unsound to do so.—The 
speaker then proceeded to contend that if spirit acted upon 
matter, it was therefore itself matter and not spirit, — 
apparently forgetting that he himself was a spirit, and 
that the arm which he acted. upon in gesture was com- 
posed of matter. 

Mr. Forster having been alluded to personally by 
one speaker, arose to reply. If he had supposed he 
was to be catechised as to his antecedents, he would 
have brought his genealogical tree along with him, 
But he was very willing to comply with the gentleman’s 
demand, and tell what Spiritualism had done for him. 
It had made him a wiser and a better man. It had 
convinced him of the immortality of the soul. It had 

‘raised him from the slough of infidelity and mental des- 
pond, into the light of a beautiful faith. From being a 
public advocate of slavery, it had made him an advocate 
of freedom to the whole human race. It had cured him 
of habitual profanity. It had broken him of indulgence 
in intoxicating drinks—and not only broken bim of it, 
but produced such an effect upon him that the very 

~ smell.of ardent spirits made him sick. All this and 
much more it had done for him. 

Mr. Burke rejoined, and was followed by. Dr. 
GARDNER, whose remarks, from the lateness of the 
hour, we could not remain to hear. At the close of the 


. discussion the question was submitted to a vote, by 


members only, and was decided in the negative. 

Tt was very manifest to any person who attended the 
discussion of the question held at the same place last 
year, that there was a decided change in the general 
sentiment toward the side of Spiritualism ; and we cer- 
tainly risk nothing in saying that it numbered among 
its friends persons of as high intelligence and of as 
deep moral culture, as- were to be found on the other 
side. Indeed, our honest convictions lead us to give the 
superiority to the Spiritualist portion of the audience in 
this respect, and that without wishing to be invidious in 
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P , an in; Committee of 
'eight persons, all of whom shall be chosen at the annual 
meeting, to be held on the first 


Wednesday in Novem- 
ber, each year, and shall retain their offices until others 
are chosen to fill their place. 


The report of this committee was adopted, and the 


‘meeting then proceeded to the choice of officers as fol- 


lows: « 

President: Atien Putnam. 

Vice President: DANTEL FARRAR. 

Secretary: Lewts B. MONROE. 

Treasurer: ANorew B. HALL. 

Standing Committee: Atvin Apams, CHARLES A. 
Jenkins, P. E. Gay, E. Haynes, Jr., Mrs. A. B. 
Harr, Mrs. Torran, Mrs. D. Farrar, Mrs. Benz. 
Dopp. £ 

At a subsequent meeting of the Government of the 
Association, measures were taken to forward its designs, 
by collecting subscriptions, and otherwise ; and it is tobe 
hoped the machinery will soon be fairly in motion, and 
prove instrumental in accomplishing much good in the 
community. It is understood that this association de- 
sign to have the public Sunday me®tings free, either im- 


mediately, or as soon as a sufficient fund ean be secured 
to maintain them. x. 


MEETINGS LAST SUNDAY. 


Overflowing audiences attended the ministrations 
through Mrs. Cora Harcu at the Melodeon last Sun- 
day. The subject of the afternoon discourse was “ Je- 
hovah ; ” and it appeared designed to inculcate broader, 
more liberal views of Deity than are now prevalent. 
The ideas of God entertained by sectarians were scath- 
ingly criticised ; and a severe dash was made against 
the current prejudices of the day. It was urged that all 
that is good, exalted, true and holy, wherever found 
in the universe, without or within, on civilized or savage 
ground, should be accepted as representative of Deity ; 
while all that bespoke the opposite qualities, whether 
found in the Bible, among Christians, or elsewhere, 
should be rejected. The audience gave the strictest at- 
tention, though the sensibilities of a portion seemed a 
little jarred by some of the declarations made. 

The evening was devoted to an argument on the 
Unity of the Race, the subject having been selected by 
a committee. 

At No. 14 Bromfield street, Mr. Hobbs’s circle jn the 
morning filled the hall to overflowing. The spiritual 
manifestations were abundant, some of which were very 
interesting. : 

Tn the afternoon Dr. Curro spoke from the words of 
Paul to Timothy, “ The love of money is the root of all 
evil.” He said these words were on ouf tongues, but 
not in our hearts,—a truth to our lips, but a truth un- 
known to our souls. Over one thousand prisoners were 
confined in our State Prison, Cambridge-street Jail, and 
South Boston House of Correction. The cause of this 
imprisonment may be traced direetly or indirectly to the 
love of money. ur legislation sprung from this cause, 
and consequently its judiciary which made the sen- 
tence and sometimes the execution of our imprisoned 
brothers. Man in this love has rejected the laws of 
nature, God and Christ, as insufficient to govern him, and 
substituted his own ; and behold the exuberant outgrowth 
of evil, fed by the roots of this love, in one thousand im- 
prisoned brothers in the immediate vicinity of our homes, 
with hearts unwarmed by a single ray of Christ-like 


love from a Christian community ! | toé 
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ds of earth ; rich gems 
her by angels, and revealed to a m 
beloved daughter. 

Her mind seemed occupied by divine things: Angel 
communings, meditation, prayer, and listening to selec- 
tions of Scripture. Often would she express astonish- 
ment at the difference between her former views of the 
Saviour’s teachings, and the present feeling and enjoy- 
ment of its truth and power over her soul. 

Thus she seemed to be ripening for the world celes- 
tial. Great was her bodily suffering, but buoyant her 
spirit. Some able pen must some day portray the char- 
acter of this most estimable young woman. 

Devotion to her Heavenly Father, patience under 
affliction, submission and unwavering trust, calmly,and 
meekly enduring the suffering to which she was sub- 
jected without the least fear of death, she was finally 
removed from the shores of Time toa more blessed 
sphere of existence for which she seemed so well pre- 
pared. 


rr. 


SINCERITY TESTED. 

The following communication was written, as will be seen by its 
date, some weeks since, and sent to the office of the Boston Cou- 
rier. It was rejected without a word of explanation. Thereader 
will draw his own inferences.—Ep. 

By the favor of a friend, I was permitted to see the 
Courier of this date, this evening ; in which I find, un- 
der the.head of “ Seers of the East,” something that 
appears to have been printed by the Reviewer as a re- 
ply to my second answer, which was offered to the 
Courier for publication on the 25th Sept., and after 
being retained for examination. rejected, and. finally 
published in the New England Sptritualist, of October 
10th. 

In this article, the writer says: 

“We have no interest to subserve, except the interest that 
every reasonable man has in maintaining the truth and over- 
throwing error. If we are in error in this matter, we desire to 
knowit; it is our highest interest to know it; and if convinced 
that we are wrong, we shall take the first opportunity to confess 
our error in the fullest terms.” 

“ This is very fair in appearance. It is the highest 

interest of the readers of the Courier to know the truth 
also. The subscriber hopes the writer is willing to give 
them an opportunity. 

The writer farther says: 

“Mr Woodman’s article was declined without reading a word 
of it.” *.* * ‘ Since reading the article in the Spiritualist, we al- 
most regret that we did not give our readers the opportunity of 
seeing how feeble is the best defence which an ingenious lawyer 
can set up for the pretensions of the mediums.” 

Again the writer says : 

“ But Mr. Newton sees that Mr. Woodman has not really met 
a single point of our criticism upon kim.” 

On the other hand, it appears to the subscriber, that 
the writer, in his reply, entirely evades and avoids the 
points at issue— namely, whether the subscriber, in his 
testimony, ts contradicted by any “ physical law,” and 
whether such contradiction is of more weight than 
the testimony of any single witness. Bo confident are 
we on this matter, that we are willing to risk the decision 
with the readers of the Courier, on the strength of that 
article alone. After the article was rejected by the 
Courier on the 25th of Sept., to wit on the 26th, an ar- 


-ticle was published in the. Courier of one column, appa- 
rently written to break the force of our an: 
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the prison doors to them that are bound,” and make 
Does it not rob the 
grave of its darkness and death of its terrors, and deck 
the bereaved heart with undying wreaths of immortal 
oiis? 


SINGULAR PRESENTMENT, —Last Thursday was to 
have been the day for the nuptials of Miss Hannah 
C—, a lady of superior refinement and ability, of the 
vicinity of Baltimore, and Mr. V— B—, of this 
city, a gentleman of reputed ability as a gentleman, 
scholar, and poet. The invitations had been gotten up 
in fine gilt, and sent to the several friends, inviting 
them to the marriage. On the Tuesday preceding the 
appointed day, the bride-to-be remarked to her in- 
tended that something ‘seemed to tell her she would 
never become the bride of her choice; that she would 
soon wed the realities of eternity. The groom replied 
to ber with levity, to dispel her gloom; but, on the 
following day, Wednesday, she felt so indisposed as to 
take to her bed, from which time her strength and faculties 
began seemingly to wane till Thursday morning, at 10 
o'clock, the hour appointed for the nuptials — when she 
breathed her last, without having evinced the slightest 
bodily pain from the first hour of her illness. — N. F. 
Tribune. 


Reortvep. —H. Chase, M. F. Whittier, J. Harvey, H. Barber, J 
L. Tarbox, F, L. H. Willis, W. F. Condit, S. Glidden, J. Briggs, E. Allen, J 
M. Todd, G, Stearns, F. L. Wadsworth, W. A. Hume, C. Barnes, 0. O. Fel- 
ton, E. W. Barnes, J. A. Hathorn, P. Howe, 8. E. Grissom, J. J. Taylor, 
H. th, S. Emery, B. Peck, C. W. Richardson, H. Squier, W, Hunter, J. 
H. Williams, W. B. Dyer, H. P. Fairfield, 2, E. W. ‘Twiog, EÈ. Weed, H. W. 
Gove, H. Elkins, D. Field, D. Wyatt, W. Hume. 
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PASSED TO THE SPpriRIT-LIFE,—Nov. 3d, Epwin E. Gates, of 
Randolph, Mass., aged 29 years. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 
_ Dr. A. B. CHILD, will speak in Quincy next Sunday A. M. and 
P. M. 

Mrs. Cora Haren will speak in the Meionaon on Friday 
evening, 20th, inst., at 7 o’clock, and at Ne-vburyport on Sunday 
22d inst. 

Levez.—Mrs, D. C. KENDALL will hold a Levee at the hall 
No. 14 Bromfield st. on Thursday evening, Nov. 19th. An agree- 
able entertainment will be offered. Miss CLURE will give read- 
ings from the Poets,; and it is expected that several mediums 
will be present who will lend interest to the occasion. Admission 
16 cents. 

Lorine Moopy will lecture on Spiritualism in Randolph, 
Thursday and Friday, Nov. 19 and 20; E. Abington, Sunday, 22; 
Hanover, Tuesday, Nov. 24; Charlestown, Sunday, Noy. 29; 
N. Hanson, Tuesday, Dec. 1. The lectures at Hanover and N. 
Hanson, will be illustrated by Magic Lantern diagrams, and 
will occupy four evenings in each place. 

® Grorce STEARNS, author of “The Mistake of Christendom,” 
will answer calls, in any direction, to lecture on the various Im- 
positions of Ecclesiastical Authority, as well as on the Rational 
Evidence of Life after Death, and Prospective Happiness therein. 
Address, until further notice, West Acton, Mass. 


Miss ELLEN E. Grsson’s address will be Bucksport, Me., until 
Jan. Ist, 1858. 
OC 
MEETINGS IN BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


SUNDAY Meetines.—A. B. WHITING of Michigan, trance 
speaker, will lecture in the MELODEON on Sunday next, at 24 and 7 
o'clock, P. M. Singing by the Misses Hall. 


SPIRITUALIST Meerines will be held at No. 14 Bromfield St., 
every Sunday afternoon and evening. Admission free. 


A CIRCLE for medium development and spiritual manifesta- 


tions will be held every Sunday morning at No. 14 Bromfield St. 
ission ő cents. 


THE LADIES ASSOCIATION. IN AID OF THE Poor,—entitled the 
“Harmonial Band of Love and Charity,” —will hold weekly 
meetings in the Spiritualists’ Reading Room, No. 14 Bromfield 
Street, e FRIDAY afternoon, at 3 o'clock, All interested in 
this benevolent work are invited to attend. 


before it | Sent 


our answer in | lear 


A 


CARD. DR. A. BILLIN CBROOK, A HIGHLY. 
Successful Healing Medium, recently from Philadel has taken 
rooms at No. 2 Suffolk Place, Boston, and has associated one 
of the best healing mediums in the couutry. Dr, B. has marked success in 
the treatment of diseases peculiar to a disordered state of the Brain and 
Nervous System, Indigestion and other ailments by a morbid 
condition of the Stomach and . Consultations and examinations from 
9 A. M. to12M.; 2 to 6, 7 9, P.M. ADVICE FREE. 2w o; 


R. WOODWARD, an efficient trance medium, cures 

by magnetic -manipulations, removes depression of mind. 

Persons can avail themselyes of all E Bree of Mrs. Churchill’s long 

experience. Also Klectro-Chemical, Medicated Vapor, Pack, Warm, Cold 

and Shower Baths. Invalid’s Home, No. 6 La Grange Place, from Washing- 

ington street, near Boylston Market, Boston, Mass. 
M. Churchill, Botanic Physician. 27—8m 


NEY. EDITION. Facts and Important Information for 

Young Men, on the Self-indulgence of the Sexual Appetite, its des- 
tractive effects on health, exciting causes, prevention and cure. By Sam- 
uel Gregory, M.D. Price 12 cents. Nearly Fifty Thousand Copies of this 
work have been circulated, and Agents can be advantageously employed in 


extending its circulation much more widely. For sale by Bela Marsh, No. 
14 Bromfield street. tf 


i a 
O THE AFFLICTED. Dr. 8. Curren, assisted by 


Mrs. G. W. WALKER, Clairvoyant and Healing Mediam, will attend 
to the wants of the sick. Office, 221 Central street, Lowell, Mass. Patients 
will be accommodated with board. 81 


WS HOLLAND, Psychometrie 


Clairvoyant and 
Healing Medium. 


Residence, 45 Broad street, Salem, Mass. 


N C. LEWIS, Clairvoyant Physician. Examinations 
è and prescriptions by an Indian spirit of the olden time. No. 15 
Beach street. 28—3 mos. 


MBES: D.C. KENDALL, ARTIST, No:16 LaGrange Place 


Boston. Flowers, Landəcapes, ete., painted under Spiritual Infla- 
Sittings for Physical Manifestations. 


ENTISTRY. Dr. N. H. SWAIN, Dentist, Columbus 
Ohio. Satisfaction guaranteed in all cases, and prices reasonable, 


HIS DAY PUBLISHED: — “WHAT'S O'CLOCK?” 
Spiritual Manifestations. Are they in accordance with Reason and 
Revelation? Where on the dial-plate of the Nineteenth Century pen 
moat sigpifeanily the fin, sog God? 8. T. MUNSON, 
Dia > 


ence. 


Aug. 6, 5 Great Jonesst., N. Y. 


PN il te See ee NS AT AH Le a 
nee AND CLAIRVOYANT PRESCRIPTIONS 

DR. C. C. YORK gives Clairvoyant examinations and rescriptions 
by receiving the name, age,and residence of patients in thelr own hand 
writing, for two dollars, one dollar when preseat. The pray a! 
vegetable—are prepared by him by spirit directions. He also heals y the 
laying on of hands. He will visit the sick wherever desired. All who ad- 


dress must enclose a postage stamp to receive answers. Address in care of 
Bela Marsh, 14 Bromfield St., Boston, Mass. 


TA SICK ARE HEALED WITHOUT MEDICINE. 
JAMES W. GREENWOOD, Healing Medium, Rooms No, 15 Tremont 
Street, opposite the Museum. Office hours from 9 A. M. to5 P. M. Other 
hours he will visit the sick at their houses. 


AYING HANDS ON THE SICK. Dr. W. T. Osborn, 
Clairvoyant and Healing Medium, cures the sick by the laying on of 
hands; Chronic, Consumptive and Liver affections, and every disease which 
has bafiled the Medical faculty, have yielded to his treatment His suc 
cess has been in most cases very marked, and such as to give him strong 
confidence in the healing power exercised through him. 
Terms for each Clairvoyant exammation, $1.00. Letters, postpaid, with 
& stamp enclosed, strictly attended to. Office hours from 9 A. M.,to4d P.M. 
Rooms No. 110 Cambridge street, 3d door east of Western Hotel 


A: DR. ABBOTT’S BOTANIC AND ECLECTIC DE- 
POT, 214 Hàxover Srreer, may be found one of the most extensive 

varieties of Herbs, Barks, Roots, &c., in the United States; also 

amount of manufactured medicines of approved worth. § 

Mesmeric Prescriptions put up with particular attention. 


valuable 
and 
12 


— aaa 
B. CHILD, M. D., DENTIST NO. 15 TREMONT 
@ Street, Boston, Mass. 


N ASYLUM FOR THE AFFLICTED. Healing by 


laying onof hands. CHARLES MAIN, Healing Medium, has opened 
an Asylum for the Afflicted, at No.7 Davis brnzer, Boston, where he is 
Prepared to accommodate patients desiring treatment by the above process 


on moderate terms. 
in advance, that suitable 
should inclose $1. 
postage. 
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POUNTART HOUSE, CORNER OF BEACH STREET 
an 


d Harrison Avenue. Spiritualists Head Quarters in Boston. Charge 
Uagethg, np, were H. F. GARDNER. 
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- ‘Whatsoever be his grace; 

And I think her robe is whiter, 
-Tf with her it do a 

Than is any heave A 
Save the vestment of Lord. 


Many a night, thas 
Have the bitter, blinding t 
Dimmed my gazing, or... to 
Look along the bac years; 
And yet blinder, ah! yet blinder 
Were my eyes, when I had seen ` 
Bow most desolate and barren 
All my latter life had been— 
When I asked what worth; Jife-growth 
There had ripened in my soul ; 
When I asked what shining promise 
Led me on to any goal. 
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But to-night upon my spirit 

There has fallen a'gentler mood; 
My full cup is not so bitter, . 

Life grows beautiful and good. 
Through the open window casement 

Comes the fragrant April air, 
From on high the thick-starred heaven 

Shineth tranquilly and fair. 
Nature’s gentle ministrations 

Calm my-fevered heart and brain— 
All the hope and all the promise 

Of my life come back again. 
Surely, surely I shall triumph, 

When my loving God hath given, 
For my watching and my keeping, 


Such an angel up in heaven. 
Home Journal. 


IT WILL END IN] THE RIGHT. 
BY GERALD MASSEY. 


Never despair, O my brother in sorrow! 
T know that our mourning is ended not. Yet 
Shall the vanquished to-day be the victors to-morrow, 
Our star shell shine on when the Tyrant’s suns set. 
Hold on! though they spurn thee, for whom thou art living 
A life only cheered by the lamp of its love: 
Hold on! Freedom’s hope to the bounden ones given; 
Green spots in the waste wait the worn spirit-dove ; 
Hold on—still hold on—in the world’s despite, 
Nurse the faith in thy heart, keep the lamp of God bright, 
‘And, my life for thine! it shall end in the Right. 


What thongh the Martyrs and Prophets have perished ? 
The. Angel of Life rolls the stone from their graves: 
Immortal ’s the love and the freedom they cherished, 
Their faith’s triumph-ery stirs the spirit of slaves! ` 
They are gone—but a glory is left in our life, 
Like the Day-god’s last kiss on-the darkness of Even— 
Gone down on the desolate seas of their strife, 
To climb as star-beacons up Liberty’s heaven. 
Hold on—still hold on—in the world’s despite, 
Nurse the faith in thy heart, keep the lamp of God bright, 
© And, my life for thine ! it shall end in the Right. 


Think of the wrongs that have ground us for ages, 

Think of the wrongs we have still to endure ! 
Think of our blood red on history’s pages ; 

Then work, that our reckoning be speedy and sure, 
Slaves cry unto God ! but be our God revealed 

In our lives, in our works, in our warfare for man; 
And bearing—or born upon—Victory’s shield, 

Let us fight, battle-harnessed, and fall in the van. 
Hold on—still hold on—in the world’s despite, 
Nurse the faith in thy heart, keep the lamp of God bright, 
And, my life for thine! it shall end in the Right. 


eee pena mart ger gtr 
Set 


et 


ting ‘the trath of this principle, light is thrown u 
seeming mysteries of magic, witcheraft, astrology, clair- |- 
voyance, ` second-sight, divination, which the. mental 
brains of philosophers have vainly attempted to explain. 
The name Oracle was given both to the revelation, 
and the locality where it was made. In the palmy 
days of Greece, these localities were numerous. There 
were more than twenty Oracles of Apollo, alone ; of 
which that at Delphi was the most famous. The history 
of this is curious. Some shepherds driving their flocks 
near a spot where smoke issued from the ground, per- 
ceived that the animals were thrown into convulsions by 
it; and persons becoming subject to its influence, re- 
ceived a similar physical effect, together with the power 
of propheey. This smoke was probably nothing more 
than some exciting gas, which produced that abnormal 
condition favorable to the exercise of the spiritual facul- 
ties. But as the ancients attributed every marvellous 
circumstance to an immediate divine agency, the smoke 
was held sacred, and the Oracle of Apollo erected over 
the spot. In the innermost sanctuary was a golden 
statue of the god ; before which a perpetual fire of fir-wood 
burned upon the altar. Over the chasm of the issuing 
stream of sacred smoke, was placed a tripod, upon 
which the pythia of the Oracle was seated wheneyer 
the god was to be consulted. The gaseous influ- 
ence threw her into a delirious, trance-like state, during 
which her utterances were carefully written down, and 
preserved as the will and wisdom of the god. These utter- 
ances were originally in verse. The celebrated hex- 
ameter was, according to some accounts, the "invention 
of the first pythia. Doubtless many of the oracular 
responses, especially in later times, when the original 
faith had lost its purity, were nonsensical and deceptive, 
But the reliance which was placed upon them by the 
best and greatest men of antiquity, sufficiently shows 
their primitive truthful and elevated ‘character... There 
was a time when no colony was founded, no war de- 
clared, no great, enterprise, whether publie or private, 
political or religious, undertaken, without first consult- 
ing the Oracle. Heroes and princes sent piously to 
Delphi to learn the will of the god. If their designs 


_ were good, the answers were always true and intelligible ; 


but if evil, the response took the form of a riddle, out of 
which could be construed what would urge the wicked 
on to their own destruction. But the time came when 
Greece was enslaved, and the Oracles were consulted 
only upon such frivolous pretexts as lead low-minded 
inquirers to fortune-tellers and mesmeric subjects, in our 
own times; then the poetry of the Oracle became prose, 
its dignity degraded, its truths mere trick ; the wise lost 
faith in it, and Christianity coming, swept its last ves- 
tiges away.— True Flag. 


Tus Bua-s Boo.—Every one, in his infancy, has 
heard of the “ bug-a-boo,” or the “ boogery ;” but per- 


~ haps he may not kyow how that intangible, imaginary 


monster came to exist in nurseries. In 1601 a French- 


- man named Boguet—pronounced “ Boogey ”—was ap-| ` 


pointed to hunt out arid punish witches in the province 
of Burgundy. So great were the atrocities perpetrated 
under this authority, that every family lived in terror of: 
the witch inquisition, and after a while his name was in~ 


voked to frighten children, His superstitious cruelty 


has secured him an immortality, and his name will be’ 
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ing in the door of a paii ina thunder storm, and was 
looking at a tree directly before him, when it was struck 
by lightning, On the man’s breast was left a perfect 
daguerreotype of the tree. 

In 1814 a magistrate and a miller’s boy were struck 
by lightning near a poplar tree, in one of the provinces 
of France; and upon the breasts of each were found 
spots exactly resembling the leaves of the poplar. 

At a meeting of the French Academy of Sciences, 
January 25, 1847, it was stated that a woman of Lun- 
gano, seated at a window during a storm, was suddenly 
shaken by some invisible power. She experienced 
no inconvenience from this, but afterwards discovered 
that a blossom, apparently torn from a tree by a lightning 
stroke, was completely imaged upon one of her limbs, 
and it remained there till her death. 

In September,-1815, the brigantine Il Buon Servo 
was anchored in the Armire Bay, at the entrance of the 
Adriatic Sea, where she was struck by lightning. In 
obedience to a superstition, the Ionian sailors had at- 
tached a horseshoe to the mizzenmast, asa charm against 
evil. When the vessel was struck, a sailor who was 
seated by this mast was instantly killed. There were no 
marks or bruises upon his person; but the horse shoe 
was perféctly pictured upon his back. 

A Spanish brigantine was once struck in the Rade de 
Zante. Five sailors were at the prow, three of them 
awake and two of them’sleeping. One of the latter 
was killed, and upon undressing him, the figures 44 
plain and well formed, were found under his left breast. 
His comrades declared that they were not there before 
his death, but their original was found in the rigging of 
the vessel. But the most singular facts connected wich 
this affair are set forth in the report of the physician, 
Dicapulo, who. sopsi—‘t After undressing _ the young 
nae we fuund a » band of linen tied about his body, in 
which were gold pieces and two parcels done up in paper. 
The one on the right side contained a letter from Spain, 
three guineas, snd two half guineas; the other, aletter, 
four guineas, a halfguinea, and two smaller pieces. 
Neither the pieces, the paper nor the linen presented 
the least appearance of fire. But upon bis right shoul- 
der were six distinct circles, which preserved the natural 
color and appeared as though traced upon the black 
skin. These circles, which gll touched at one point, 
were of three different sizes, and exactly corresponded 

with the gold pieces in the right side of his belt, 


ANGELS. ‘ 

Thomas Aquinas, the celebrated scholastic divine 
who flourished over two centuries since, composed three 
hundred and fifty-eight articles on angels, of which a few 
of the heads are here culled -for the reader :— 

He treats of angels, their substance, orders, offices, 
natures, habits, &c.,—as if he himself had been an old 
experienced angel ! 

Angels were not before the world ! 

Angels might have been before the world ! 

Angels were created by God. They were created 
immediately by him. They were created in the Empy- 
‘rean sky. They were created in grace. They were 
„created in imperfect beatitude. After a severe chain of 
ttre A reer ma araa i 
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‘pitean ond aost blessed e iausen pai are hen 
creating, and so also in friendship, especially when it 


follows love. ‘ 

“Madane Ph A Wa Wedjueinly resists the love 
she feels, but cannot resist the love she inspires. 

J. J. Rousseau.—Men ean better philosophize on the 
human heart, but women can read it better. 

Michelet.—It is a universal rule, whieh, as far as I 
know, has no exception, that great men always resemble 
their mothers, who impress their mental and physical 
mark upon their sons. 


NOT AFRAID OF HIM. 

From the subjoined anecdote, (old, but good,) it 
would appear that the devil is not constructed on strictly 
scientific principles. ‘There must be a screw loose about 
him, somewhere :—‘‘ Cuvier was a good deal of a wag. 
He didn’t believe in the existence of spirits, and was 
wholly free from timidity. Some wags, on one occasion, 
planned an attempt to frighten him. One of their num- 
ber, dressing himself in hides, hoofs, and horns, after 
the most approved fashion in which his Satanie majesty 
is portrayed, met him during his evening walk in the 
garden. ‘Who are you?’ asked Cuvier. ‘ The devil,’ 
answered a deep, sepulchral voice, proceeding from the 

‘ presence.’—‘ Well, what do you want with me ?—‘I 
have come to eat you up.’—Cuvier stepped back a few 
paces, eyed the figure from head to foot a moment, then 
said, slowly and meditatively, ‘Umph; horns—horns, 
hoofs ; granivorous—it can’t be done !’—And he quietly 
resumed his walk, while the devil made the best of his 


way out of the garden.” 


“THEM PLAGUY INDIANS.” 

An old woman who lived near the frontier during the 
last war with Great Britain, and possessed a marvellous 
‘propensity to learn the news, used frequently to make 
inquiries of the soldiers, On one occasion she called 
to one of those defenders of our rights, whom she had 
frequently saluted before : 

“ What ’s the news ?” 

“ Why, good woman,” said he, “the Indians have 
fixed a crow-bar under Lake Erie and are going to turn 
it over and drown the world?” 

“©, mercy, what shall I do?” and away she ran to 
tell her neighbors of the danger, and inquire of her 
minister how such a calamity might be averted, 

“Why,” said he, ‘you need’ not be alarmed; we 
have our Maker’s promise that he will not again destroy 
thé world by water.” 

“I know that,” returned the old Jady, hastily ; “but 
he’s nothing to do with it; it’s them plaguy Indians.” 

ey 

A Yansen’s Joea or Ererniry.—An orthodox 
Yankee expresses himself as follows concerning eternity : 
—‘ Eternity! why, don’t you know the meaning of 
that word? Nor I either, hardly. It is forever and 
ever, and five or six everlastings atop of that. You 
wight place a row of figures from here to sunset, and 
cipher them up, and it would not begin to tell how many 
ages long eternity is. Why, my friends, after millions 
and trillions of years have passed away in the morning 
of eternity, it would be a hundred thousand years to 
breakfast time,” 


-A little child in church observing the minister to be | The, 
very vehement in his words and gestures, cried out, 
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